The Good Old Cauſe 


| Explamed.,Revived, & Aſſerted. 


AND . 
The Loxg-Parhkament V indicated- 
mm - 


A Remonftrance to his Excellenc 
the Lord Fleerwood and Connce 


of Officers. 


the Senſeand earneſt Defires of many thouſands hoveft wel- 
ted Perſons of the Army and People in this Nation, 


With ſeveral -Expedients humbly offered ; 


1, For the ſettling and ſecxrimn of our Civil evd Spiricual Rights 
and ag - Dn. = que Peace 4 yy — -* 

2, For the ſpeeay yaiſmeg of Moneys the Arrears of the Army 
avd Navy, and future 0 a Pablique Ingagements, 
as the Soy; probable rerraesvcy oo and Means — God 
left te accompliſh the ſame — ind ref irve u1 from that inevi- 
table Confution 4 DefiruRion mo hangs ever and threa- 
'$exs the three Nations, 


* He. things contended for with the late Kj in, in the late Warr, ( wherein 


there was great effuſion of Cbriſtian and vaſte Tyeaſwre {| 
Conlited principally of theſe yy 


1. That our Perſons and Bfater might noc be dif of ar the Arbitrary will 
end pine i Kg and kis cvill Counſelors, probes looſe adhrens wh 


Red according 24 Chara, the Petition of Right, and 
- ber r oo Lo made for the Defence and Safery of of the obo, al 


Ca, Oppreſuien, and Arbitrarineſs, which in theſe daycs were roo oftca 
A 3, -To 


oy 
4 ,, 
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24 To havs vur Spiritual Rights end Freedoms ſecured unto us; and the boxeſs 
£0nſcientzous Refer from the Rage ſnd Fry of the  Biſhaps and their 
olfherencs, who grieybuſly perſecared manytfot Jifftrepees an Judgnient 411 pint 
of Fo/m ahd CertMonies, 2nd for fot confling to tlelF Canons againſt the 
diftares of their own Conſciences; thoug'z holding forth and agreeing in Fuxda- 
mentalls warranted by Scripture, {- 

3. Upon the whole, to have a tho:ough-Reformation of Religion, L1w!s and 
Manners. And to have Prophaneneſs, Licentiouſneſſe » and Looſeneſſe of 
Converſation diſcountenanced and ſuppreſſed ; and true Piety, Sobriety, and 88p* 
right «ſe.of Converſation, Righteouſucſſe and Peace, encouraged, and main 

"rained; 

4. And laſtly, to have the Militia 6f the Nation ſecured and d:ſpoſ:d of in 
ſuch Hands, as might exerciſe the ſamie for the Defence and Common Preſervation 
of our Lives, Liberties, Rights and Proprieties. And to prevent the future ulc 
thereof, fer the introducing and ſupport of Tyranny, Slavery, angl Arb:erarincſfe 
inmartcrs Civil and Spiritual, ſo highly atrcmpred by the late Xing and his 
Party. X 

And it pleaſcd the Lord of Hoaſts (after many ſharp Conteſts and bloudy Bat- 
tels fou tht berwixt the King and Pa-l:ament concerning the premiſles) to decide 
te Quarrel on the Pariaments fide, by te rotal varquiſhing of the King and 
his Party ; whereby te Parliament (who could by uo other means prevail with 
the King to a reaſonable Condiſcention to the juſt things demanded from him) 
were now by the hand of Providence put in a capacity (wit10ur him) to effect 
x: ſame, and accomplith the premilles ; being the earneſt and longing defires 
and feryent prayers of the good People of the Nation, who freely hazarded their 
Lives and Forruncy in this Good Old Cauſe , which no good Maa hath cauſe to 
enouncey or be aſhamed of, We lay GO ON, Becauſe it hath a tendency ts 
the advancing of Gods glory, the maintenance and Reſormation of the \Eſſentials 
and Body of Religion ins purity according t9 the Word of God, in firtion © 
Popery, Atheiſm, Sup*rflition and Prophanenefs ; and the ſecuring of the Peoples 
jaſt Rights, Liberties, Properties, Priviledges and Immunities, againſt Tyraunys 
Arbitrarineſs, and Oppreſsion. 

0 L D, Becauſe Anciently and Originally all Power was in the People ; and 
the defign of ſting up all Goyrraments Gevernours, was alwayes profeſſed 
for the good of the Peopley who primarily had the power and choice of Ekefing 
bei, Bur loſt ir by the craft, policy, and ſinifler contrivances of aſÞiring-per- 
ſons, whoſe Ambition reached as hig't as the Heavens, and their pride would 
admit of no Fqual on Earth, LE 

The reg1ining our Liberties and Riglus, and the re-inveſting the Supreame 
Aatbority in the Peoples Repreſentatives in Pacl;anient, hath for many ſcores of 
years been the great defores ot che good people of this Nation, to accompliſh the 
cnds aforeſaid; being wearied with the former Oppreſsion and Slavery , under 
Kings, Lords, and B ſhops : which long beforc the late Wayrs many thouſands of 
tae Nations would (which many of them nften deelarcd and fuff.red for it) wil- 
lingly have haken off, but could not effe& the fame, untill ir pleaſed the Lord 
cut of his Almighty providence (after the total ſuppreſ$ing of the power and 
— that party in theſe Netions) to put it inty che hearts of. that good old 
Parliament, to fertile the Government in the way of a FREE STATE; 
which fort of Goperarncat is neiche'r New nor Strange, The Venetians (the Bull- 

. Wark 


y [ 
| wark of Chriſtendome) having for Ce andreds, of years lived bappily and 
; -Viforiouſly in the way uf a Common-wealtth, And our Neighbours the States 
of Holland, fince they ſhook oft the" Spaniſh Toake, have lived very plentiſully 
and comfaitably, and highly inyroved thu Trade and Interefl, whoſe freedome 
in the Exerciſe of their Religion, doth in no ſort 6bſl/#& or diſturb the Govern- 
went or peace of that State, Nor would it -probably prove otherwiſe in this 
N130n, if once the peoples Spiritual and Civil Rights, Liberties and Proprietics, 
vere efteually ſertled and eſtabliſhed. So that this Good Old Cauſe is of far 
longer ſtanding, and hath its eflence and beginning before the teri years times 
prefixed in a late printed paper, and long betore the Author or his great Grand- 
fath<r were born, | 
And in order to the ſccuring the ends of this Good Old Cauſe, the Parliament See their 
- Declared th: Grounds of their late proceedings ; And of ſertling the Grverament Declara- 
inthe way of a FREE STATE : Which bing ſeriouſly conſidered, is tion of 
ſufficient ro ſatishe every honeſt conſcient.ous well-aftc&ed man touching that 17 Marchs, 
affair, The Office of Kingly Power, or under any other Name in a ſingle Per- 6a 
ſon, being well weighed, and the I/afte Charge to ſuppert it, and the manner and 
exerciſe thereof in theſe Nations duly conlidered » will appear to have ſerved 
moſtly to ſacisfi2 their own boundleſs Ambition, Pridezand Cruelty, grinding the 
faces of the people,and prodiga!ly ſpending Chriſtian Blowd,and the Treaſure of the 
= Nations upon punttillices of Honour, perſonal Titles, and particular revenge and 
d:flaftes, and other finifter ends, under pretence of State-Policy ; Aflumines to 
themſelves that Supremacy in all matters, which none may queſtinfi, much .lefſe 
puniſh, how 3legal, arbitrary, or wnwarrantable ſoever their ations may be, 
And their greedy Courtitys » &4'tendants and adherents trampling upon, and op- 
preſſing the Gentry and poor Commonalty with their new invented Rates, Taxes, 
and Monopolies of all forts, and'other Court-Inventions, Cum privilegio. And 
their Courts hav2 been frequently obſerved te be the Patterns, - Nurſeries, and 
proteors of covetouſnſſe, prides ambition, and looſeneſſe. The Exceſle of the 
f Courr, their relatiens and attendants, proving an intolerable charge and burthen 
on the People. 
The Ends and Drſigns for which the Long Parliament did thus change the 
Gor e/nment from this Tyranny, into a Free-Statey appears in their ſaid printed 
Declatation, to be, 
I, Toprevent 4 new and further expence and effuſion of the Trea- 


ſure and Blood of England, 

2, Toeſtabliſh a firm and ſafe peace and an oblivion of all Rancor 
and ill-Will occaſioned by the late troubles : The eſtabliſhing the Ge- 
vernment in any one fingle Ferſos or Family. nnder what name or qua- 
Lificatian ſoever, ſerving only to intajle a war on us aud our pefterities, 
to maintain perſonall imereſts, ruchnſiftent with the good and welfare 
of the Nation, 

3. 7 o provide for the due Worſhip of God according to bis word, the 
aduancement of the true protefbant Religion, and for the liberal and 
cariain maimenance of godly Minifters, 
| 4. To. procurt a'juft Liberty for the Conſciences, Perſons, and 


F ſtates of all men conformable to God's glory andiheir own gs 
B 2 5, To 
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: 
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'$: To endeavonr vigorouſly the fanilane of the eruell Marthe- 

rers in Ireland, the reſtoring of the honeſt Proteftants and this Com- 

monuealth totheir rights there, and the full ſatiufattion of all En- 
gagements for this work, ; 

6. To provide for the ſetling and juſt obſerving of Treaties and 
Alaxces with forraign Princes and States, for the encourogement of 
Mannfattures, for the increaſe and flouriſhing of 7 rades at home,and 
the majntexance of the peor in all places of the Land, 

7. Totaks care for the due Reformation and Adminiſiration of 
the Law and publique Juſtice, that the evill may be puniſhed and the 
£ood rewarded, | 

8, To orderthe Revenue in .ſwch a way thit the publique charges 
may be defrayed, the ſonldiers Pay juſtly and ducty ſetled , that =o 
quarter may be'whslly takgn off, the People be exſed intheir Burthixs 
and T axes, and the debts of the Commonwealth be juſtly ſatufied, 

9. To remove all grievances and oppreſſions of the People, and to. 
£ſtabliſh peace and righteonſneſſe in the Land, 


The.Parllement paſſed an A, for the aboliſhing-of the Houſe of Lords, rhat 


re ique orman Conqueſt, which ſerved only for a Nega- 
2648. ow wore againſt the Peoples juſt rights agd liberties, being the grear obfirnthers 
of good Lawes, and fupportors ef the.arbitrary unlimited will and pleaſure of 
Princes. 
It was Enafted, . . 


19. May, That the People of England, and of 4tl the-Domintons: 
1649: andLTerritories thereto b:longing, be conſtituted, mate, efta- 


OF LORDS. 
- 14. May, And irwas EnaQted , That {f any perſoh hall matitfonfy 
3649. Publiſh by waſting, pzinting, oz openly veclaring, that the 
Governmenc of the People , byitsown Repreſerratives, o2 Na- 
tionall metings in FER Tyrannicall uſurped or unlawtul: 
n 


Dz that the Commons in Parliament Aſſembled, are net the 


Supreme Authority of the Ration:D) plot,contrive,oz endeavour 
to raiſe force againſt the pzeſent Governmen:, 92 the ſubverſion 
92 alteration of the ſame : And ſhall veclare the ſame by an open 
De&d, every ſuch offence ſhall be avjuvged HIGH-TREASON, 
Which As arte yer unrepealed. _ That 


\ 
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| 4 YES. 4.  - 93.2." 
That the Parliament (rheugh they were fmome for choke Be ich and wor! 
Ah) no iving ſatisfa&ien ro all men in all things, wete-by == as is wy 
ceived rack, \" hor range rv 20 April, 1655. who have many of them fince 
(op ſerious jon of the il] conſequence thereef, and the hidden defigns 
and privare ends of ſome amongft then,) heartily repented them thereof, and 
oaenly confeſſed and declared the ſame, a nd their other backſlidiags and fallings 
off. from thar good old Cauſe. 

By reaſonof which i»terruption ,the Parliament were #bſt;ufied and diſ-ena- 
bled from accompliſhing-the good things hoped for» and by them promiſed aud in- 
rended to have been wrought for the People. 


And fince that time, What great changes have hrpned: both in the Government © 


and Gouerrours? what daubings with untempercd 1m. i'r, and flattering applicati- 
ons have been made, and apparent violations of all former Oxths, Covenants, 
Promiſts, Declarations and. In agents, deſerting of their good old Profeſsions 
and Princip/es,cven by many who before were eminentand precious mienfor their 
picty and imtcgrity > And all to patch a Government diſlaftſul and abomingble to 
God and $00 mes ; and ſo repngnant to the Fudgements, Conſciences and af- 
ſeftions of the honeſt well »ffe Fed, unbiaſſed people of the Nations and this good 
old Cauſe, that their ſpirirs were gricved and tormented; tacir hearts trembled, 
their bowels did years within thera for theſe great abominations, and high breach 
of faith and traſt committed in the face of the Nation : who by the ambitious and 
Coverons deſigns of carnall meh, diſpleaſing ro God, are brought low, the Trade, 
Treaſure, and Honour of the Nation being decayed, loſt, and exhauſted, and cx- 
ceſlive ang > 6 - _ bak thate tune 

Bur to adde jaiquity to fin, and aegrevate thele their tranſgriſ5i0us, How many 
godly, boxeft and D U-offe ed —_ have heen fihce perſecuted , impriſoned, 
executed , baniſhed, and oppreſſed for a good Conſcience ; their Goods and E- 
ſtates takanfrom them, contrary to the known Lewes of the* Nation , and [:ber- 
ties of the People , which the: 4Fors thereof ſo ofren vowed, promiſed and dc- 
clared ro maintain, 

What Iaquiftors were ſerup wt blockup and ebſtruft the wayesof te rigbre- 
v1; How many mien of tooſe principles and carnal ends , were approved and in- 
truſted with the work of the Miniſtry 5 How many good men put by, and their 
mouthes ſtopped > And hey many wayes were uſed to ſuppreſs the Good ola Cauſe, 
aactrhe reall pro'eſlots and patterns of true Religion and Piety : We leave it ro 
the good prople of the Nation to jadgz-of, The Lord having entinencly born 
witneſs , and teſtified his high diſpleaſure againſt theſe jniquities and. abomi-- 
nations. . 

Andthat which is wonderſu' in the eyes of all meng- With-wiat violence and 
inconfiderateneſs the LAWYERS and other diſaffe&rd} ambitions perſops 


ia the late Parliament , did carry onthe Defign of Kizyfbipz And the re-eſta-" 


blithing of Kg, Lords and Biſhops, tending to che re-inveſting of Charis Stu.vr, 
and: 7 peas; How ray they to 9) ——_ the Militia, Strength and Trea- 
ſure of the Nation, into the hands of a Gngle Perſon, contraryto the aforeſaid 47 
and all fo:mer Declarations, Propoſitions, and Ingeg- ments, pleading for , and 
carneſtly concenditg to in ſlave theb1ſelyes-and their Poſterity, And at one breath, 
to give away all the rights, ſreedown and {ber ties of the People, which during many 
years Watre with the price of ſo much Bleed and Treaſure they had gained. * 
But the Lord 0wr God having ſtirred your Spicits ro pur. a ſtop. tg theſe exoy- 
bitant and unſafe proceedings, and once more to give the opportunit; xo ad ance 
r''e 
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the Kingdom of Chrift , To propagate the Goſpel, and to countenance and ſuppo:e 
the profeſ5ion and profeſſors thereof, To repair and beal our breaches , To regu- | 
late the Lawes and Courts of 7nflice, And by Gads affiſtance, to lay a ſure forun- | 
dation, for the furure int ailing and ſecuring of our Civil and Spiritual rights to | 
us and our Poſſerity, that we and they may have cauſe ro pray for you , and 
God may blefle and proſper your undertakings. And having conſidered the pre- 
dent extraordinary wiciſsitudes , And rhat moſt rational men , acknowledge rhe 
Legiſlative power, is primarily and origizally inthe Peoplg; for whoſe only mu- 

tuall grod, all Lawes aud Governments ought to be conſtituted according to that 
cood 6)d Maxime , Sa/us popult ſupremalex. | 
And all pafonal and private adyantages and promotions in competition there. 
with, ought to be layd afide, and wholly pur our of remembrance , And every in- 
dividual perſon ought to ſtudy rhe general peace, welfare, and comfort of the 
whole, Give us teave then in all mzesncfs and humility of Spirit , to lay theſz 
things before-you, as fo many mementoes of former afb:ons, that you may r\ece.. 
by avo'd the like evil, and prevent thoſe zuconventences which muſt conſequent- 
Jy attend all private and fniſter reſpefts, __— to the publique, having no 
cauſe to be jealons of your integrity. But the ſad conſideration of the failings 
and total fallings avay of many pioxs and worthy perſons chat went before 
you, whoſc wings were clogged , and themſelves w. po: with the worldly temp- 
tation of Satan to our Saviour , who Fave preferred and embraced an Rarthly Ta- 
beynacle, before the Eternal Kingdom of Heaven ; we have berter hopes of you, 
And our prayers ſhall nor ceaſe ro th; Lerd, that your zeal ani affefFion to his 

people, may not be abated tor any terreſtrial Concernments, 


Propoſals for future peace and ſettlement of the N/tions, 


1 That the long Parliament,(o, as aforeſaid, interrupted in their proceedings, | 
whe ſcrled the Government in the way of a Free State, may be forthwith conve- 
ned and re-eſtabliſhed. And for that purpoſe , The Army and other good people 
of the Nation, would declare to ſtand by, and prote& them in order to an cf- 
teual ſertlement of the good things by them promiſed and held forth to the 

_ People in their ſaid Declaration of the x7th of March, 1648. And for further 
ge to be made, as may conduce to the peace and welfare of the Nations, 
ing the moſt viſible remaining Authority, and nioft probable perſons to cfteR 
the ſame, finte the late Warres for the publique ſatisfa&ion of all perſons,forms, 
and degrees of men in theſe Nations. - . | 

2. Thatall others of the long Parliament , that ſhall concur with them in re- 

ducing the Government , inthe way of Free State ; And ſhall ſublcribero, ani 
. owntheir-and the. Armies proceedings againſt the late King and his party, be at- 
- terwards admitted, and all vacant places filled, . 
3 Thar after ſuch ſerrlement , an AR my be paſſed for an equal Repreſen- 
rative and diſtribution of Elc&ions for th: furure, with ficting qualifications and 
po—_ for the furure ſecuring of our peace , rights, liberties and privi- 


wha the Militia of the Nation may be intruſted in the hands of perſons 
wellaffeRed to the Nation, and the Intereſt of a Free State, 4s. 
5 That all Malignant and perſors illafteKed to this ferrlement that have: 
+ exept into places military or civil, may be amoved, And rhat thoſe _—_—_ _ 
$0; 


LIMI 


_ 


JMI 


Souldiers, that for their integrity to this ip old Cauſe , or for a good Conſci- 
ence have been pur out, nay be ſpeedily reſtored, 

_ 6 That the Lawes and exhorbitances of Courts of Juſtice and Offices, may be 
regulated, and the People caſcd from the obſtruftions, charge,and delayes in Law 
p:0ccampgs, | 
" "i Theche Arreares of the Army and Navy, may be payd, and for the fature 
ſetured, And that no perſon be diſplaced in an arbitrary manner as ſornierly, . 
without due ſummons, examinat.ons, and other legall proceedings againit them, 
according to the Lawes, Martial and Civil. 

8 Thar proviſion be made for tender Confciences , and others differing in 
nuatters of form, and they freed from the former perſecutions. 

- 9 That an A ot Jadempnity and Pardon, may be made for the Officers and" 
Seuldiers of the Army ; and .others that have legally a&ed in publique places, 
ſuitable to the nature and exigency of thoſe affaires. 

16 That efteual meanes be uſed, to beger and conrinne peace, and a right 
jinderſtanding berwixt Us'and our bour-Narione, ' herzby Trad: and Com- 
merce may be encouraged and maintained, being almoſt loft and decayed, to the 
ruine of many Merchants and Families, | 


Propoſals for reifeng of monies. 


1 That a grand Committee be appointed, and a ſub-Comtmitree authorized in 
every County, to examine and take the-accompts of all Commirtees, Commiſii- 
oners, Exciſemen; Treaſurers, Receivers, Farniers and Colle&ors of the publique 
monies and Reyenues belonging to the State, many ſober knowing men, being ot 
opinion, that there renizins above 2100000 /, yinaccompred for, out of the Tith*s 
and Church-livings in Wales, which was in great nieaſure diſcovered, and under 
examination 4nth--laſt Parliament, 

2 That cither the Fees and Salarics of the grand Officers belonging to the re- 
ſpeRive Conrts of the Nation may be retrenched and regulated. Os rather, an 
yearly Mul& impoſed on them; ſairable to rhe profits of their ylaces, ro continue 
untill rhe publique dcbrs of the Nation be payed, | 

3 Thar the Fees of the grand Officers of the _ and of other publique im- 
ploymenrs, may be likewiſe retrenched, until the publique debrs and arcears of the 
err hem Navy be-payd, And that Companies and Troops ſhall conſiſt of full 
muntbers,vik.cach Conipany 120 Beſides Officers; & every Troop roo. Andrthar 
ſuperfluous Officers may be ſpare4, wy cafe rhe burrhen cf thhe Common-wedtth, 
which ſeemes hurt reaſonable in time of peace, and orherwife' provided for,and 
incouraged in publique imployments, 

4 That fuch eminent and wealthy perfons , who were the chief and main In- 
ſtruments, in altering the Government from a Free State , and ſupporting the 
fanie, fuch who have been inftrumentall in oppreſIing the Nation, and exetciling 
Tyranny and arbitrarineſs on-rhe good people, and Inhabitants thereof, and have 
otherwife contributed to the prear wrongs and grievances-impoſed on-the Nation 
and every individual member thercof,in miſleading and miſguiding the Army amd 
others the honeſt well-meaning people of th? Nation; And ſuch as have endea- 
youred, or effected ric berraying of our Lawes, Liberrics, and Priviledges, in mat- 
ters civil and ſpiritual ; and the ſorting ap of Kingſhip , or the Powers military 
or civil, in one ſingle perſen, contrary to the aforeſaid Aﬀts, for ſertling the Go. 
vernment inthe way of a Free State, may be finzd. to rhe value ot the 3d; - - , 

ec \ 


' 


(8) | 
leaſt the 5ch'parr of their Eſtates reall and perſonal, cowards this-pay of the Ar- 
my and Navy , and defraying_ of other publique s of the Nation. And 
an A& of Pardon and Indewpnity for the reſt, which is both fayourable and 
moderate , fince it is humbly conceived, they have forfcired their lives and E- 
ſtares, by the trinels of rhoſe AR of the r 4th and rgth March, 1648. And 
many of the offendors have gained vaſt Eſtates by the Late Warres and otheg 
publique Imploymeats, 


Before we leave you ,and you deſert ut, you are deſired 
fs conſider, 


you not then ; 

or rather Chaſtiſc you for diſlolving the laſt, and 
,3- Can the Intereſt of ily i 

fiſt > Will potthe Intereſt 


againſt the orher, who more of 
Reaſon on his fide,” and many Oaths to Oblige” them thereo ; which will 


Law, Right 


on aging 
_ the 

6. For your own and the Nations Common 
to the Convention of che 


dangcrous, 


